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provision.  Very poor women, especially in rural areas but also in cities, perform menial work in 
construction, waste removal, and other jobs for extremely low wages.  Despite the large body of 
legislation and regulations devoted to the protection of women's rights in marriage as well as in 
the workplace, and Labor Law provisions that call for preferential treatment of women, women do 
not always receive equal treatment.  
 
International NGO workers and many women reported that domestic violence against women 
was common.  The law addresses the problem of domestic violence, and officials increasingly 
acknowledge the problem; however, authorities do not enforce the law effectively.  Many divorces 
reportedly are due to domestic violence, but many women likely remain in abusive marriages 
rather than confront the stigma and economic uncertainty of divorce. 
 
Prostitution, although officially illegal, appears to be tolerated widely.  Some women are forced to 
work as prostitutes.  The Ho Chi Minh City people's committee recently has acknowledged that 
more than 10,000 women in the city engaged in prostitution.  Hanoi, the port cities of Danang and 
Haiphong, and smaller cities such as Can Tho and Nha Trang also have large numbers of women 
engaged in prostitution.  There are reports that some exploiters in Ho Chi Minh City addicted 
young girls to heroin and forced them to work as prostitutes to earn money for drugs.  Many more 
women are compelled to work as prostitutes because of poverty, a lack of other employment 
opportunities, or because they are victimized by false promises of lucrative work (see Section 
6.f.).  The Vietnam Women's Union and Youth Union, as well as international and domestic 
NGO's, are engaged actively in education and rehabilitation programs to combat these abuses. 
Trafficking in women for the purpose of forced prostitution, both domestically and internationally, 
is a serious problem. Women and girls are trafficked from southern delta and highland provinces 
to Cambodia, and from northern provinces into China.  There are reports that some women from 
Ho Chi Minh City and the Mekong Delta who married men from Taiwan were forced into 
prostitution after their arrival in Taiwan.  Women and girls frequently are misled by promises of 
well-paying jobs in those places. 
 
The party-controlled Women's Union has a broad agenda to promote women's rights, including 
political, economic, and legal equality, and protection from spousal abuse.  The Women's Union 
operates micro-credit consumer finance programs and other programs to promote the 
advancement of women.  International NGO's and other international organizations regard the 
union as effective, but they and Women's Union representatives believe that much time is 
required to overcome societal attitudes that relegate women to lower status than men.  The 
Government also has a committee for the advancement of women, which coordinates intra-
ministerial programs that affect women. 
 
Source:  
Human rights situation in Vietnam 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2000/eap/index.cfm?docid=819 
The status of women in Vietnam 
http://www.acdi-
cida.gc.ca/cida_ind.nsf/852562900065549a85256250006cbb1a/5249356b880043148525654700
5642c5?OpenDocument#sec1 
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