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According to government statistics in 1998, 5,056 men were prosecuted for domestic assault, and 
about 1,000 more faced less serious family violence charges.  Maori men constituted 41 percent 
of men convicted of assaulting a woman and 43 percent of men convicted of assaulting a child.  
Disproportionately high rates of domestic abuse also were documented among Pacific Islander 
families. 
 
The law penalizes spousal rape.  The Government convicted persons on this charge during the 
year.  The National Collective of Rape Crisis groups, a private, nonprofit organization, claimed in 
1998 that the majority of cases go unreported each year and that, of the cases that are reported 
to the police, only 10 to 15 percent result in convictions.  The group reported that husbands and 
boyfriends committed about 25 percent of all sexual assaults. 
 
The 1996 Domestic Violence Act broadened the definition of violence to include psychological 
abuse, threats, intimidation, harassment, and allowing children to witness psychological abuse.  It 
expanded intervention measures, such as the use of protection orders; education programs for 
men, women, and children; stronger police powers to arrest and detain offenders; improved 
access to legal services for women eligible for legal aid; and tougher penalties for breach of a 
protection order.  The family court received 22,174 applications for protection orders under the 
act from 1996 through 1997. 
 
The Government's strategy to prevent family violence included a range of objectives, such as 
providing victim support, incorporating successful innovations and proven methods from family 
violence centers into the national family violence programs (that is, the promotion of "best 
practice"), ensuring safety from violence, and implementing Maori-designed and delivered 
programs.  The Government partially funded women's refuges, rape crisis centers, sexual abuse 
counseling, family violence networks, and violence prevention services. 
 
Prostitution is legal; however, organizing and recruiting women into prostitution is not.  There 
were reports of abuse and the involuntary detention of women involved in prostitution during the 
year.  There were several credible reports that women were trafficked into the country and forced 
into prostitution. 
 
While the law prohibits discrimination in employment and in rates of pay for equal or similar work, 
the Government acknowledged that in practice a gender earnings gap persists.  Statistics for the 
second quarter of the year showed that women earned 86 percent of men's average ordinary 
hourly wage, up from 84.8 percent in 1999. Only 12 percent are partners in law firms, and 14 
percent judges. 
 
 
Source: 
Country Report on Human Rights Practices in New Zealand 
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2000/eap/756.htm 
New Zealand's 'new-girl network' at the top 
http://www.csmonitor.com/atcsmonitor/specials/women/politics/politics090800.html 
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