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Members of Parliament have proposed amendments to the new Marriage and Divorce Bill, saying it may not be embraced in its current state.

The MPs, who were attending a workshop to discuss the new gender laws in Kampala on Friday, called on the Uganda Law Reform Commission to inculcate their amendments into the new Bill before it is brought to Parliament.

The Woman MP for Masaka District, Ms Sauda Namaggwa, while debating the new law, suggested that the title of the Bill, "Marriage and Divorce Bill" should be amended because it is misleading.

"If we call the Bill the Marriage and Divorce Bill, the public might think that we are legislating for divorce," she suggested.

Ms Alice Alaso (Soroti Woman MP) called for the amendment of a clause in the Bill that makes impotence a ground for divorce.

"The Christians may reject the Bill because while announcing their vows, the bride and groom swear to love each other in sickness and health. Diabetes causes impotence which is a sickness. Won't we demonise Christianity in situation where a man gets diabetes and becomes impotent?" she asked.

But Ms Jackie Asiimwe, a consultant who took the MPs through the Bill, argued that it was the discretion of the courts of law to offer divorce.

"The courts would look at different situations and weigh in before they can grant the divorce," she said.

Ms Alaso also raised the fact that bride price is considered a sign of commitment in some tribes yet it is discouraged in the Bill.

The Uganda Law Reform Commission recently also rejected a proposal which would allow cohabiting couples to share property upon separation.
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