



Nigeria: Community Leader Tasks Mgbidi Women On Good Parenting 

Ufomba Uzuegbu

19 October 2009
[image: image1.jpg]



The need for mothers to ensure peace and stability in their homes including the problems associated with marriage instability were brought to the fore when Mgbidi women in Oru West Local Government area of Imo state gathered in Lagos last Sunday.

The occasion was the 2009 Mgbidi Peoples Assembly (MPA) Women summit which attracted eminent personalities from all walks of life and featured the rich cultural heritage of the people of the area.

In a keynote address at the ceremony the President of Mgbidi Peoples Assembly, Mr. Benson Igbokwe charged the women to always bring up their children in the fear of God, while ensuring stability in their homes at all times.

Igbokwe said, "the society is the way it is today because most homes are terrible. It is common knowledge that if the homes are sound and able, the society itself would be stable."

Stressing that marriage is an institution ordained by God, the MPA President emphasized that stable homes would always produce children who are disciplined, well-behaved- children who have good character and the fear of God.

"The bible says that if you bring up a child in a way that is good, if that child grows up, he or she would not depart from that. That is to say that if our homes are stable, the products of such homes would go into the society and influence it (society) positively since they are people of good behaviour who have the fear of God. Consequently the society and the nation at large would be stable just as anti social behaviours including crime, kidnapping and robbery among others, would be reduced to the barest minimum.

In a lecture at the event, a woman leader, Mrs Pat Benson Igbokwe stressed that parents had the responsibility to ensure that their marriages are successful so that through their exemplary life and teaching, their children would have fear of God and become good and useful citizens in their homes, schools, community, country and the whole world.

"Couples should always be seen by their children cooperating with one another even when times are hard.

Note that whatever hard or difficult times you are going through today, someone probably had gone through it before.

"Every problem has an expiring date. Just be patient and always remember your marriage vow - to remain in the marriage for better or worse," she said.

On marriage instability, Igbokwe observed that marriage become unstable when spouses' behaviour and emotions suddenly change probably because their minds are upset.

She said "generally, courtship and early days of marriages are sweet and interesting. In certain scenarios, the glamour of early days' marriage suddenly begin to disappear with time. Gradually, the couple begin to be their real selves and areas of immaturity begins to show up.

"As years roll by, each find out weaknesses that were not noticeable at the early days of marriage. This ugly development could get to a point where the couple would start thinking of divorce if they are foolish. An don't forget, divorce is contrary to God's work. But if the couple are wise, they would place reliance on the building blocks for a successful marriage base on God's word.

"There are certain matters which may appear small or even insignificant in the beginning but when poorly handled or managed, could lead to marriage instability."

Welcoming guests earlier to the occasion, the chairperson of the Women's' wing of Mgbidi Peoples Assembly, Mrs. Marbel Anuebunwa urged Mgbidi people to have a re-think and submit themselves to true unification to move the area forward.

She said "Mgbidi has suffered series of set backs. This depicts the saying that it is the grass that suffers when two elephants fight.

Most towns or autonomous communities bought land and built revenue yielding halls in Lagos. Mgbidi people keep hiring school classrooms for their meetings and other social engagements. Money spent on hiring meeting venues can be put into better use.

"I urge Mgbidi people to have a re-think an submit themselves to true unification so that God can usher in development and developmental projects."

Speaking also on the occasion, another woman leader, Mrs. Justina Ozor advised the women to always submit themselves to their husbands who she said, had the responsibility of providing leadership in the home.

She enjoined the women to shun ostentatious living and make judicious use of money or allowances given to them for the upkeep of the family.

"Do not waste your husband's hard-earned resources on expensive jewelries, clothes and footwears which you can do without. The times are hard and money is no longer easy to come by these days except for those who live on the fast lane," she further admonished the women.
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