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Russia’s new public movement, which embraces the most successful of career women, is set on nominating a candidate who will win the 2018 presidential election.

Skeptics regard the movement as ridiculous saying that it began with a flash mob where a group of like-minded women gathered for a ball in white in sign of dirt-free politics. Now, the movement, known as Achievers, has enlarged, with famous actresses, musicians and lawmakers willing to join. They all seek equality for sexes in the social and political environment at a time when the existing women organizations are keeping low-profile and are thus powerless to address issues of immediate concern. The movement’s leader Olga Kryshtanovskaya comments.

"The share of women in politics should increase, she says. Women make up 53 percent in the Russian society as a whole but only 6 percent engage in politics. The movement is set to attract more women to the policy-making process. Our aim is to secure a woman president for Russia in 2018."

The new movement’s leader, Olga Kryshtanovskaya, is president of the elite center at the Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Like her, women who join the movement boast impressive achievements in business, politics or sports. Family achievers are welcome too. Some experts, however, criticize the new movement for being excessively focused on the “elite”. Olga Zdravomyslova is professor of philosophy at the institute of social and economic problems of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

"It’s strange that the movement is focused on celebrity women who have no other problems but make it into government. They know nothing about other women’s lives. It looks like a PR project on analogy with the Nashi Youth Movement."

Other issues on the agenda of the Achievers Movement include a number of image-making projects, like AntiBarbie, which is set to rehabilitate the image of a young Russian woman in the West. The movement plans to set up a public council which would protect the interests of women and children in the media. Nara Sheraliyeva, a host for Kultura Television Channel, comments.

"Unfortunately, many television channels are permeated by what has come to be known as the “gloss ideology”. It works like a time bomb. Programs and shows are all low quality, devoid of any meaning, immoral and cultivating a void in the hearts of both adults and children who are encouraged to believe that they don’t have to work or study for making a success of their lives."

The movement’s symbol – a five and a plus – spells success and positive attitude. If they manage to make their way into politics, the Achievers plan to resolve all issues which Russian women face in one go. For now, however, they don’t even have a website and communicate with their audiences via Facebook.
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