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Banjul, Gambia - The Phoenix Project, a non-profit making organization, has launched Gambia's first Climate Change Information and Resource Centre, The Gambian Women's Environmental Network and The Gambian Youth Environmental Network in Kerr Serign, Kombo, in the north western part of Gambia.

The phoenix project seeks to deal with issues on the mitigation and adaptation to climate change in The Gambia.

The Centre will serve as a reference point for the public with the aim of sensitizing and educating the youth and women on the causes and effects of global warming, PANA report from here Sunday.

It also aims to encourage public participation in mitigation and adaptation programmes; increase the number of volunteers in The Gambian Youth Environmental Net work and The Gambian Women's Environmental Network.

The Gambia Women's Environmental Network will serve a vital role in effective advocacy programmes on adaptation and mitigation and environmental policies.

With an increase in local and global temperatures and change in rainfall patterns, the Network believes that it is critical for women to understand the radical changes in farming practices.

Speaking at the occasion, Aji Bintou Kinteh of the National Environment Agency, said climate change was expected to have various consequences such as the increase in air temperature, rise in sea level from the thermal expansion of oceans and changes in rainfall patterns.

"The Gambia is not spared from the impacts. We are already facing serious problems along our coastline, Banjul is projected to sink under by one metre below the sea level," she said.

She noted that the phoenix project was part of collaborative projects between The Gambian Government and community-based organizations, private sector, NGOs and youth groups.

The Founder and Coordinator of the phoenix project, Ms Kadi Touray, stressed that in a just world, the industralized nations which had caused the climate change problem would shoulder the burden of responsibility.

"Women play a major role in sustaining and feeding the world, they must also be empowered; gender equality and parity have to become a global priority for the women of the world to be in a strong position to nurture the seeds of this new life," she said.
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