Iranian Women: Leading The Charge For Change

Iranian women's visible presence in protests over their country's political turmoil is likely to strengthen the cause of opposition leader Mir Hussein Mousavi.

That became clear this weekend after 26-year-old Neda Agha-Soltan was shot in the chest while attending a protest rally. The video of her bloody death on Saturday has circulated in Iran and around the world and prompted an outpouring of sympathy. 

President Obama, in a White House press conference Tuesday, said, "We have experienced the searing image of a woman bleeding to death on the streets. While this loss is raw and extraordinarily painful, we also know this: Those who stand up for justice are always on the right side of history." 

Ms. Agha-Soltan apparently wasn't a political activist but has become a stirring symbol of the anti-government movement. And her gender seems to be heightening worldwide sympathy for the protesters. 

In Iran, some are calling for June 20--the day Ms. Agha-Soltan was killed--to become known as Neda's Day. Neda means "voice" in Persian. But authorities apparently have banned a mourning ceremony for her at mosques in Iran, according to Roya Hakakian, an Iranian author now based in Connecticut who has been in touch with acquaintances in Iran in recent days. 

Meanwhile, the large numbers of women in the demonstrations is a reminder of the lack of equality Iranian women have experienced since the deposition of the Shah in 1979 and particularly in recent years under President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Although many women participated in the revolution that led to the Shah's overthrow, they were subsequently denied access to certain academic and other fields and forced, by law, to retake the veil. 

Now they're out in the streets and their presence highlights both prominent role they are playing in the opposition movement and the strength they are providing to male protesters. By contrast, the ruling regime shows an absence of women's faces and voices. 

Women have been at the forefront of the protests. Effat Hashemi, the wife of former Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, was among the first to call for demonstrations over the election results. In a video released early last week, filmed after she cast her ballot on June 12, she said Mousavi supporters "must take to the streets if there is fraud," in the election results. Last weekend, her daughter, Faezeh Hashemi, was briefly detained after having taken part in protests. 

They are two among many. ForbesWoman takes a look at the influential Iranian women around the world who are fighting for change. 

http://news.alibaba.com/article/detail/entrepreneur/100127587-1-iranian-women%253A-leading-charge-change.html
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