The most powerful women politicians in the world: Sonia Gandhi
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Technically, Sonia Gandhi doesn't hold any position in the government of India and has no say in its affairs. In reality, she is the most powerful political leader in the world's largest democracy and is often referred to as the 'remote control' behind the functioning of the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance government.
At a recent press briefing, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh admitted that he met Gandhi 'at least once a week' to discuss various issues with her. Political observers have predicted that the National Advisory Council, put together by Gandhi and comprising her hand-picked lieutenants, is all set to function as a 'Super Cabinet' on its own.
She had faced stiff opposition and skepticism from senior leaders of her own party due to her foreign origins. But Gandhi has managed to shut her dissenters up with her impressive political acumen and ability to sidestep major controversies. Staring off as the primary member of the Congress in 1996, today Gandhi is considered one of the most powerful women in the world.
In theory, the PM takes care of all administrative and policy related issues, while Gandhi is supposed to manage the various factions of the coalition. But it is a known fact that no decision or policy of the UPA government is finalised without the nod of 10, Janpath (her home).

As a political commentator recently pointed out, Gandhi has managed to capture the enviable position of absolute power, but zero accountability. When a government initiative succeeds, Gandhi gets the credit. When the UPA government flounders, Dr Singh takes the blame.


Image: Congress president Sonia Gandhi
Photographs: Adnan Abidi/Reuters
Source:  http://news.rediff.com/slide-show/2010/jun/29/slide-show-1-the-most-powerful-women-in-the-world.htm
/e.joyce

