The most powerful women politicians in the world: Sheikh Hasina
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Sheikh Hasina's fate was sealed on the night of August 15, 1975, when her father and Bangladesh founder Mujibur Rehman was assassinated by a group of army officials during a bloody coup. Her mother and three brothers were killed as well, and Sheikh Hasina survived as she was visiting Germany at that time.
She returned to Bangladesh six years later as the chief of Awami League and began a movement for the restoration of democracy in Bangladesh. She advocated an end to the military regime in the country which had witnessed years of bloody coups and political instability. She was put under house arrest several times by the military regime.
Hasina finally won the general elections held in 1996 after defeating arch rival Khaleda Zia of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party. Her first stint as PM was marked by controversy and extreme levels of corruption, and she suffered a humiliating defeat in the 2001 polls.
In the period between 2001 and 2008, Hasina faced trial for corruption, murder and extortion. She also faced assassination attempts and was forced to remain in exile by the interim administration. 
She finally returned to Bangladesh in 2007 and led her party to a stupendous victory in the 2008 general elections.
Currently the only female head of state in South Asia, Sheikh Hasina has a number of serious challenges to contend with. Her government has to tackle rampant unemployment, a slew of natural calamities, the constant threat of a coup by the military, violent protests by the opposition, high levels of corruption and a rise in terrorism.
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