The most powerful women politicians in the world: Julian Gillard
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Julia Gillard recently became Australia's first woman prime minister after she managed to oust Kevin Rudd, who was forced to step down as the ruling Labour Party's leader at a ballot meeting.
Rudd avoided a vote, fearing a humiliating defeat at the hands of his deputy PM Gillard, who reportedly had 70 of the 115 votes.
Gillard is a noted parliamentarian and a formidable leader of the party's Left faction. She is known for her outspoken views on labour rights, women's issues and involvement with student politics.
A lawyer by profession, she had earlier been in charge of various ministries including health, education, employment and immigration.
As Gillard created history as Australia's first woman PM, rediff.com takes a look at the most powerful woman politicians across the world, who have increasingly made their presence felt in a man's world. 
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