The most powerful women politicians in the world: Hillary Clinton
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When then First Lady Hillary Clinton chose to forgive her husband and then United States President Bill Clinton over his affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky, political observers had snidely commented that her decision had less to do with spousal affection and more to do with her own presidential aspirations.
So nobody was really surprised when Clinton announced that she will run for the US President's post in the 2008 elections and sought to secure the nomination of the Democratic Party.
But the New York Senator's dream run was marred by the meteoric rise of Illinois Senator Barack Obama, who won the party's presidential nomination and went on to create history as the first black President of the country. 
Though they had fought bitterly during the presidential primaries, Obama offered the olive branch to Clinton by giving her the extremely powerful post of Secretary of State. In the 18-month tenure of the Obama administration, Clinton has emerged as the second most influential leader in Washington after the President.

As the person in charge of salvaging America's image and maintaining its fragile ties with allies and foes alike, Clinton has displayed acute political acumen and diplomatic skills in her new job. She has batted for tougher sanctions against Iran, warned Pakistan about its terror links and chided North Korea over its nuclear programme. 
Her gritty and no-nonsense attitude has seen her approval ratings rise remarkably while her boss' ratings slumped over his handling of the economy.
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