The most powerful women politicians in the world: Aung Sung Suu Kyi 
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She is an icon of democracy in the modern world and an inspiration for millions across the globe. Aung Sung Suu Kyi has faced persecution in various forms for over 20 years for daring to raise her voice against the oppressive regime of the notorious junta in Myanmar. But she has refused to give up her fight for democracy in the impoverished nation. 
When Suu Kyi's party National League for Democracy secured a landslide victory in the general election in 1990, the military refused to hand over power and put her under house arrest. Suu Kyi has been put under house arrest, imprisoned in the infamous Insein Prison and has even been kept under secret detention for long spells.

In spite of the junta's brutal ways of suppressing democracy in the country, Suu Kyi, a staunch follower of Mahatma Gandhi, has refused to let go of her non-violent protest.
In recognition of her valiant fight for freedom, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991 and the Mahatma Gandhi Peace Award in 2009. 
Myanmar has repeatedly ignored pleas by the United States and the United Nations to free Suu Kyi, whose health has reportedly deteriorated due to her continuous house arrest. It even turned down UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon's plea to visit the leader during his visit to Myanmar in July last year. 

In 2009, the junta convicted Suu Kyi of violating internal security law and sentenced her to three years in prison with hard labour, but it was swiftly commuted to 18 months of house arrest.


Image: Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi with United States Assistant Secretary of State Kurt Campbell (Right) and embassy charge d-affaires Larry Dinger in Yangon
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