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The expectations aren’t just coming from inside the country, they’re coming from outside. The cab drivers in Singapore show so. Many of them surprisingly know a good deal about the Philippines, not least its recent developments. Well, many of them surprisingly show a good deal of schooling, though I guess the only real surprise there is why I should be surprised. This is Singapore after all.

“Do you think Aquino will make your country better?” they ask. “The question almost assumes a positive answer. Not least because for all the attempts of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to project herself as the most respected global leader her country has produced, she is held in little regard, if not in much contempt, elsewhere. They know about the corruption. Pretty much any leader coming after her carries with him an expectation of doing better. “Aquino” moreover is a name well known even to cab drivers elsewhere, courtesy of Corazon. Except for one cab driver who thought Ferdinand Marcos was the greatest leader the Philippines has ever had (this is Singapore, after all too), most everyone thought Cory was it.

When they learn Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III is her son, they ask, “Do you think Aquino will make your country better?” The question almost assumes a positive answer. I give a positive answer: “Yes, he can.”

My mind adds, “Yes, he should.”

You cannot be in Singapore and not be filled with a desire to think big. You cannot be in Singapore and not be filled with raging questions about why we cannot clean our country up physically as much as politically (the greenery is awe-inspiring), why we cannot drive, transportation-wise as much as government-wise, without getting in other people’s way, why we cannot turn our country into a thing that literally as much as figuratively gleams from afar. Long before Barack Obama said, “Yes, we can,” the Singaporeans said so, a conviction that carried with it heroic resolve alongside a heroic sense of capability.

Yes, they could. Yes, they have.

It is not merely out of loyalty for my country, or my president, that I say, “Yes, he can.” I believe it. Quite simply, I cannot see why he cannot. Well, maybe I do, but I figure the inconvenience will prove to be temporary, he will realize in time the clique he has reposed his absolute trust in cannot. Maybe he cannot bring the Philippines to a state anywhere near Singapore, but he sure as hell, or heaven, can bring it less far from it. Or indeed less far from our Southeast Asian neighbors, all of which have zoomed past us and left us biting their dust.

My conviction comes from two things. One is that he has the obligation. And two is that he has the power.

Anyone who has been birthed by People Power has a duty to the people who gave him the power to make their lives better. And Noynoy came to power on the wings of an Edsa, notwithstanding that his Edsa took the form of taking to the polls rather than taking to the streets.

It was the procession that brought Cory to her final resting place that brought Noynoy to the threshold of his destiny. It was the clamor of the people for him to run, showed in numbers so fantastical not even Erap got them in his prime, that began Noynoy’s destiny. It was the people descending like a horde on the polling stations, like they once, or twice, did at the Edsa Shrine, waiting for hours under the glare of an angry sun to embrace a new hope that realized Noynoy’s destiny. Different clothes, same Edsa.

Noynoy can make things better. He has to. He owes it to the people.

And anyone who has been anointed by People Power has it in his power to do it. During the campaign, Noynoy’s rivals kept saying he wasn’t a leader, they were so. I asked then and I ask now: What is a leader? And my answer then and now is: A leader is one whom others follow.

A leader is not merely one who has skills, vision, and doggedness. If that were so, then Arroyo would have been a leader, having the skills to be in power, having the vision to remain in power, having the doggedness to cling to power. A leader is one whom others follow, which is also to say that he is one who has the skills that serve others, who has a dream others share, who has the capacity to bring others to unite to pursue that dream with fire and passion. That is Noynoy.

The potential at least is there. He is the one who has the power to serve the people, the dream to inspire the people, the legacy to bring the people together. The people did not make him president because of his charisma, because of his political achievements, because of the company he keeps. The people made him president because he embodies a dream, for which they are willing to follow him to the ends of the earth.

We have seen what the people can do when they are moved to bestir themselves. We saw that in the aftermath of “Ondoy” when, without thought of reward, without expectation of recognition, and without waiting to be told, Filipinos, young and old, male and female (and gay), rich and poor, rose as one to help others begin life anew. We saw that in the midst of the campaign when, without waiting to be told, though many probably hoped at least for some recognition, Filipinos, young and old, male and female (or gay), rich and poor rose as one to make Noynoy president. We see that in the dawning of a new day when, for reasons that have little to do with expectation of reward or recognition or a clique’s paranoid desire to make sure outsiders do not get access to the president without their permission, Filipinos, young and old, male and female (or gay), rich and poor, demand to be at the Luneta Wednesday to see the sun rise at noon.

There are no limits to what a people unbound can do. There are no limits to what a president unbound can do.

Noynoy can.

Noynoy should.
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