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Although climate change does not pick and chose its victims, some groups are more affected than others. In developing countries, women are often the main water transporters and agricultural producers, one of many examples illustrating the way in which women are more likely to feel the consequences of climate change than men.

Because the majority of environmental policies fail to recognize this discrepancy, the African Adaptation Program (AAP), a United Nations initiative, was recently established. AAP looks at climate change in 20 African countries and devises solutions that address the disproportionate affect it has on women.

According to Ian Rector, Director of AAP in Dakar, women provide 80 percent of agricultural labor and produce anywhere from 45 to 90 percent of domestically consumed food in Africa. The erratic rain patterns created by climate change make it far more difficult for these women to adequately supply food, and economically prosper from food sales.

Furthermore, water shortages serve as another complication in African countries where collecting water is a task that typically falls to women and children. Rector told MediaGlobal, "Collecting water is expected to become increasingly burdensome for women with global warming. Traveling longer distances to collect water and fuel can place women and girls at risk of violence. In West and South Darfur, 82 percent of almost 500 women treated for rape were attacked while undertaking daily activities, such as gathering water."

The AAP aims to address the gender imbalance of climate change by supporting government initiatives that focus on women. Rector stated, "AAP is not a traditional climate change adaptation project. Our goal is to support the efforts of government to strengthen the top end."

The first step is capacity building initiatives. AAP will be a source of support for agencies implementing projects via training initiatives on how to ensure equal gender participation of both men and women in order to equally adapt to climate change.

Education will also play a critical role in AAP's impact. In cultures where formal education is often unavailable to women, the program will create tools that allow women to better communicate and spread wisdom to each other. One example is the use of documentaries of women who have had successful environmental adaptation experiences. Other tools include inventories of traditional adaptation knowledge and written guides for agencies to help implement these strategies.

Predicting exactly how climate change will change the landscape of emerging nations is difficult, but preparation is not. It is possible to integrate gender issues and policy development to allow men women and children to adapt to an ever-changing environment.
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