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Lagos — As the governorship election slated to hold in Anambra state on February, 6, 2010 draws near, thousands of women gathered in Awka to rally support for the candidate of the Peoples Progressive Alliance (PPA) Hon. Uche Ekwunife, the only female candidate among the 25 contestants in the election.

Penultimate week, Anambra State women, from all walks of life, gathered at the Emmaus House field in Awka, where they staged a million "women march" for the governorship candidate of the Progressive Peoples Alliance (PPA), Hon Uche Ekwunife. the women who prayed for Ekwunife also vowed to vote for the PPA candidate who they described as "our own".

The PPA National women leader, Dr Halima Sabo who led other women executives of the party to Awka, also expressed confidence that with the large number of Anambra women who attended the rally, the party has won the 2010 governorship election in Anambra.

Various speakers and women leaders that spoke at the event said they are tired of the men in politics saying that since men have been ruling, things have continue to degenerate for the worse, hence they would empower one of their own to govern, as things would be better for women and children if a woman gets into office.

Ekwunife, who was impressed with the turn out, told the women that they have become the catalyst for change and charged them to go and vote massively for PPA on February 6, because there is a need for change.
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According to her, a vote for her is a vote for the women, she appealed to women not to sell their votes for money. "Doing that would mean selling the future of their children and the development of their community"

Dr Halima Sabo while reeling out Ekwunife's qualities said "The truth remains that she is a woman with a large heart, and a vision of what she wants. Another fact is that she has a sense of history which inspires her. You see, when you engage her in a discussion, you find her making reference to female historical figures like the legendary Queen Amina of Nigeria, Golda Meir of Israel, Margaret Thatcher of Britain and lots more who have in one way or the other helped to positively shape the face of human history"

"And like these historical amazons, Chief (Mrs.) Uche Ekwunife, is proving to be one politician with her eyes set to be recorded in the scroll where the names of great women are engraved".

Ekwunife, banker turned politician is however, proving to be a 'tigress' among the male dominated race that will climax on February 6, 2010. She began to send the signals during the PPA state primaries, in October last year in Awka, beating five other male contestants in what was regarded as the freest and fairest primary election witnessed in the state in recent times, shattering all known myths about male dominance in politics.

Now, she holds the mandate jealously, priding it as that of the women, the youth, the young and the elderly in the state and with that already doing battle in the field with other political heavy weights like Mr. Peter Obi, the incumbent Governor who is seeking a second mandate on the platform of APGA, Prince Nicholas Ukachukwu of Hope Democratic Party (HDP), Dr Chris Ngige (AC), Dr Andy Uba, (Labour Party) and Prof Charles Chukwuma Soludo of PDP.

In spite of the presence of these candidates of these parties, Ekwunife told THIS DAY in an interview in Awka that the contest is an open one and that she sees being a Governor as an opportunity to defend that which is fair and just.

She said that she is not in the race to make up the number but is inspired to do for the people of Anambra state those simple things which past and prevailing governments never gave to them. She listed them as security of lives and property, youth empowerment and the return of the core social values which unite them, the values that reward discipline and industry rather than wealth.

"Today across the state, the people's voice demands for change and this year, Anambra will need a Governor who understands these simple issues, who will level with them and meet the challenges. They need a Governor who will be a defender of what is fair and just. This is the governor I will be.

"First, I am running for the office of Governor because I believe I can, and I trust in the people's ability to elect me as Governor. I believe I have the experience, the will and proven ability to fix the state. I believe as Governor, I will restore the people's trust, faith and confidence in government to rescue them from their squalor and chaos.

"I believe as Governor, I can make Anambra a safe place to be, I believe we can invest in our future, can work together for the change we need", she said.

She explained that the February 6, 2010 election has offered the people of the state the opportunity to choose between the past and a great future, adding that her administration if elected will focus on the pragmatic implementation of security plans for the state and take it back from criminal elements, armed robbers and kidnappers, development of human capital by fighting the root causes of crime and reduce poverty through the provision of immediate welfare for those in need, job opportunities and re-orientation.

Ekwunife known for having about 800 indigent people of the state as scholarship beneficiaries of her "Ekwunife Foundation" emphasized that she would pursue youth empowerment because no nation succeeds by abdicating its responsibilities to the youths, strengthen families and empower the women, provide functional quality education as a way of making the state's children compete effectively with their counter parts in other parts of the country, enhance the quality of civil service and the efficiency of informal sector, open new frontiers of opportunities to stimulate economic growth through commerce assistance programme.
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