Myanmar: Court hears Suu Kyi appeal
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	Aung San Suu Kyi has been held in detention 
for 14 of the past 20 years [AFP]


Myanmar's highest court has begun hearing an appeal by opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi against her continued house arrest.

The Nobel peace laureate was sentenced last August to a further 18 months detention, after an uninvited American stayed overnight at her home.

Her lawyers are arguing the extension was unlawful because the sentence was based on a 1974 constitution that is no longer valid.

Nyan Win, one of Aung San Suu Kyi's lawyers, told reporters the supreme court was expected to deliver its verdict on the case later this week.

Aung San Suu Kyi herself, who has been detained for 14 of the past 20 years, was barred from attending Monday's hearing.

She was initially sentenced last August to three years in prison with hard labour, but that sentence was commuted by General Than Shwe, Myanmar's top military ruler.

Last month a lower court upheld her sentence, and if the supreme court backs that decision it will mean she will be unable to participate in elections Myanmar's military government has said will take place later this year.

The planned vote, widely criticised by opponents of the military, is expected sometime in 2010, although no firm date has yet been announced.

It would be the first election held in Myanmar in two decades.

Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy won a landslide victory in the last election held in 1990, but the results were never honoured by the military which has ruled Myanmar since 1962.
Source:  http://english.aljazeera.net/news/asia-pacific/2010/01/201011873558889466.html
/ejoyce

