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In an official CSW panel on the priority theme of CSW 56 (2012), Godavari Dange, a women farmer and grassroots leader shared the daise with other noteworthy speakers, posing a challenge for institutions and governments to recognize and supporting the innovation and knowledge of rural women, as well as include them in development, dialogue and decision-making processes of mainstream institutions.

Ms. Michelle Bachelet, Executive Director of Women, gave open remarks at the panel, noting that "Only a fraction of resources benefit women farmers . . . [and] we must overcome women's vulnerability and build their capacities to respond."

Godvari Dange, a grassroots leader from the Sakhi Women's Federation in India, represented rural women and the networks of GROOTS International and the Huairou Comission on the panel. Her full remarks follow:

I am Godvari, a member of network of 100,00 women in 8 states of India. I got possibility to be here through the global networks of GROOTS International and the Huairou Commission and grateful for the opportunity to talk.
We started our work after the earthquake of Latur in 1993, where we organized the women in self-help groups to help them with their livelihood activities. We are working in women's empowerment and development, like basic services, water, sanitation and health.
We realized women are taking too many loans to do the health expenditures. Women are not visiting the public hospitals because they don't have faith to access the public health services, so we are seeing how women can get involved in the public health services. We also created our own fund to bridge the gap between the public services and private services.
For the last two years we have been facing more climate change effects, so we organized women in farming. We started collective farming for women who have land but don't have the money to cultivate. We are bringing the landless women and those that own land together to cultivate together and get benefit - the landless women get food security, and women with land get the benefit of using their land.
Because of heavy rains, seeds are washing out, so if they don't get seeds and fertilizer in time they can't do the planting, so we developed a seed bank in the women's network to share the seeds.
I have three strong recommendations to share:
1. Women should get recognized as farmers so they are not seen as beneficiaries, but change agents.
2. We need support to develop our expertise and share with other women.
3. I request that grassroots leaders be brought for next year's CSW, and if really we want change in rural women's lives, they should be included in decision-making and also in planning. 
In remarks from the floor, the South African Minister of Social Development congratulated Godavari Dange for participating in the panel. "We must not try to speak for rural women when they have their own way of addressing the issues that affect them." She emphasized the importance of having rural women participate directly in next year's CSW.

In the remarks of other panelists, Marzia Fontana, from the Institute for Development Studies, discussed barriers to markets and noted that limited infrastructure limits rural women's options for work and for political participation. She shared some of the findings from the research carried out as a co-author of a recent publication with FAO on women and agriculture.

Ms. Marcela Villarreal, of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said that "We need to see them [rural women] as empowered actors of development and agents of change." She encouraged the audience, directly telling them to "Listen to rural women, involve them in the discussion, and have better policy from that perspective. Focus on small-holders. Build on best practices that we know, including what we heard from India."
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