Nigeria: 'Women's Rights Are Still Being Abused' 

Ibraheem Musa

11 December 2009






Kaduna — Nigerian women are still under severe difficulties because they suffer a great deal of violence as against series of international laws and conventions that the country is signatory to, Bisi Olateru Olagbegi, the Executive Director of Women Consortium of Nigeria (WACON) has said.

Olagbegi who stated this at the opening of a two day workshop in Kaduna yesterday also advocated the need to strengthen effective mechanism towards ameliorating women from violence and other acts militating against their progress.

According to Olagbegi, women suffer various forms of violence and are not adequately protected by government because of the lack of political will and cultural bias which place them in the lowest ladder in societal perception. She also said corruption remained the major hindrance to implementation of government's commitment, especially those concerning women.

"Many important legislation on women issues that should be in place despite the efforts of the NGOs are stalemated at the National Assembly, some of them since 1999. Moreover, the most important guarantee of socio- political rights in the 1999 Nigerian constitution are non justiciable and efforts to amend the constitution to redress the situation have been fruitless", she said.

She also debunked beliefs, particularly in government quarters, that NGO/shadow reports were an indictment or confrontation against government. According to her, the document show-cases the achievements, gaps, challenges as well as recommendations for the way forward.

Earlier in her address, Dr.Lydia Umar, the North-West Coordinator of the forum said the dialogue underscored the importance of reviewing the 15 years post-Beijing declaration, adding that civil society organizations across the North-West, North-East and North-Central had a unique opportunity to dialogue and bring to the fore, issues that are crucial to the post-Beijing declaration review process.
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