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MADURAI: Even at a time when technological advancements were taking place so rapidly, caste and gender based discrimination was still rampant and remains a great sham and a stumbling block to the process of democratisation said Salma, Chairperson, Tamil Nadu Social Welfare Board, on Thursday. 

She was addressing a consultation on human rights violations against Dalits and women organised by People’s Union for Human Rights here. She said that if human rights could be instilled only through legal interventions, then it was a dangerous situation. 

The idea of equality and social justice should surface from the conscience, Ms. Salma said and asked the victims to represent their grievances to the District Social Welfare Officer and promised immediate action. 

A number of victims from the Dalit community, women who had been victims of domestic violence and transgenders participated in the consultation.

R. Adhiyaman, founder president, Adhi Thamizhar Peravai, co-chaired the consultation session in which Dalits from T. Veppankulam village in Virudhunagar district explained the acts of caste-based discrimination heaped on them. 

The village was in focus after a recent incident of caste discrimination following refusal by caste Hindus to allow Dalits to register under the Chief Minister’s Insurance Scheme for Life Saving Treatments which saw 37 Dalit families fleeing the village fearing repercussions from caste Hindus. 

Convenor of People’s Union for Human Rights Rajini, while explaining the need for a debate said that women were the worst sufferers in any sort of discrimination or displacement owing to a caste clash or communal violence. She also opined that people belonging to Arunthathiyar caste among Dalits were the worst affected by the caste discrimination. 

Recommendations of the consultation were to be sent to the National Human Rights Commission. 
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