Court dismisses Megawati, Jusuf’s claims 
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Megawati’s suit to have the recent Indonesian presidential elections result annulled has been dismissed. — Reuters pic

JAKARTA, Aug 12 — The Indonesian Constitutional Court today dismissed applications by losing presidential candidates Megawati Soekarnoputri and Jusuf Kalla to declare the recent presidential election, which was won by incumbent Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, as null and void.

The decision, thus, confirms Susilo’s victory and president for a second term, with his pair, Boediono, as his deputy.

Constitutional Court Chief Mahfud MD, in his judgment, said there was no evidence that the General Elections Commission (KPU) had rigged the election as alleged by the plaintiffs. 

He said if there were any weaknesses on the part of KPU during the July 8 election, there were merely technical faults and not planned or committed systematically.

In a unanimous decision by a nine-member panel of judges, who took turns to read the 420-page judgment, the court held that the allegation by the plaintiffs of widespread abuse  was baseless.

Yudhoyono and running mate Boediono were declared the winner of the presidential election by the KPU with more than 60 per cent of votes, followed by Megawati and Prabowo Subianto in second place with 26.79 per cent, while Kalla and Wiranto  third with 12.41 per cent. – Bernama
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