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MANILA, Philippines – (UPDATE) Despite reservations by the National Historical Institute, President Macapagal-Arroyo's choice of Rizal Park as the site for former President Corazon C. Aquino's monument is final. 

"Rizal Park is our main park, the foremost national park. The late Ninoy Aquino is also there, and I think that's the rightful pantheon for our national heroes, or Filipinos that are worthy of emulation for this generation and the generations to come,'' Press Secretary Cerge Remonde said in a briefing. 

Ms Arroyo, however, has given free rein to the NHI to find the best location at the park, and work out the other details, such as design, artist, and date of unveiling, he added. 

On the eve of the country's observance of the 26th death anniversary of the late Benigno "Ninoy'' Aquino Jr., Ms Arroyo gave orders to the NHI for the immediate construction of the monument to Ms Aquino. 

But an NHI official recommended that this should be thoroughly studied lest it overshadow the monument to the national hero, Dr. Jose Rizal. 

Contrary to reports, Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita had discussed with NHI chair Anacleto Badoy the construction of the monument of Ms Aquino, who died Aug. 1 after a long battle with colon cancer and was buried Aug. 5 next to her husband at the Manila Memorial Park. 

"This announcement was not a result of the knee-jerk thing. This is something that has been discussed and planned sometime ago,'' Remonde said. 

And since it was put in charge of erecting the monument, the NHI should address concerns that Aquino's monument would overshadow Rizal's, among others, he said. 

"It's up to them how to go about it. There were no specific orders to mount it on this part, or build it this big to the extent that it will overshadow Rizal. And the NHI should do it right. There shouldn't be any conflict,'' he said. 

Remonde also said that the Malacañang-commissioned monument was different from the city government's monument to Ms Aquino that would be erected next to her husband's on the corner of Roxas Boulevard and Padre Burgos Street. 

He said there was "no conflict'' between the two even if these would be constructed in close proximity to each other. 

"I see no conflict in that. The former President and Ninoy Aquino, as models, as heroes, they deserve all the honors,'' he said. 

Remonde said the monument should be viewed as nothing more than a recognition of Ms Aquino, an icon of democracy. 

"It is a recognition of the contribution of the late President Cory Aquino as icon of democracy, not only for our country [but for the rest of the world] ,'' he said.
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