Uganda: We Are Responsible for Climate Upheavals
Joshua Kato

25 August 2009
Kampala — Predictions indicate that Uganda is set to face another bout of heavy rains and flooding in many parts of the country.

The floods come after a long period of drought that has left many starving to death.

Uganda has faced several similar severe conditions in the past 10 years. These include heavy rains in 1994, 1997 and 2007.

Presenting a paper at the Association of Uganda Professional Agriculturalists (ASUPA) on August 21, Dr. Ambrose Agona, a director at NARO and a researcher on climatic conditions, said changes in climate are created by gases like methane and carbon-dioxide (green house gases).

These gases escape into the atmosphere in huge elements that cannot be absorbed.

Failure to absorb them means that they affect the normal climatic conditions.

Industrial gases and power stations are the leading contributors to climate change at 16.8 and 21.3% respectively. Land use and biomass burning contributes 10.0% while transport fuel contributes 16%.

This means that as long as you are driving a car, you are contributing to climate change.

Dr. Agona points out that the developed world has more industries, power stations and cars.

Thus, its fuel consumption contributes much more to climate change than Ugandans or most African countries do.

However, small practices like keeping indigenous Ankole cattle also contributes to the changes.

Indigenous animals like cows, goats and sheep release a lot of methane because of their nutrition system, contributing to climate change.

Agona said while Ankole cattle produce 899.9g of methane, a hybrid cow produces just 82g.

The impact is famine and hunger due to failed food produce and diseases like cholera and malaria because of flooding.

There is also loss of soil fertility because of degradation caused by soil erosion. "Even crop diseases like cassava brown streak, banana bacterial wilt and the coffee wilt spread more during these bad climatic conditions," he said.

In all this, Dr. Agona does not see signs of change: "The country must be prepared for the challenges ahead," he said.

According to FAO Representative in Uganda, Percy Misika, most of the agricultural activities in Uganda today are rain-fed.

This means that when there is no rain, there is no farming.

The poor crop productions in Teso, Acholi and other areas of the country were a result of failed rains from March to May.

Although rainfall has been erratic in Uganda since the 1990s, the volume of rain has not changed but the seasons.

"We used to have rains from March to May, but these days, you see it in January.

The rains that fall in January are borrowed from those that should have fallen in October-November," he said.

Agona said farmers must be sensitised about the right planting seasons to be able to correspond with changes in the pattern of rain.

"Look at crops that mature within the new seasons," he advises.

Other interventions include improved water exploitation, improved food storage systems, and crop and animal diversification others.

"Uganda has some affordable water conservation technologies. These can be adopted quickly," Agona said.

Source:  http://allafrica.com/stories/200908260300.html
