Gloria the media sensation
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EDITORIAL 08/14/2009- It seems that Gloria has gotten her wish for her recent working visit to the United States to become a news sensation.

The only kink about it was that it has become a public relations disaster for her and her hangers-on that Gloria once said, in 2001, she would not ever have.

Instead of her much-sought meeting with US President Barack Obama hitting the headlines, Gloria and her cabal have become the singular content of some of the biggest newspapers in the United States, let alone all media in the country for her ostentatious appetite.

First reported in the New York Post was a $20,000 dinner at glamor restaurant Le Cirque in New York where Gloria, Big Mike and choice members of her clique feasted on the best that the menu can offer.

The other day both the New York Post and the Washington Post carried a second Gloria bash, this time at a famous Washington steak house, Bobby Van’s, where the party blew $15,000 for steak and fine wines.

This came about shortly after the meeting with Obama.

It’s either Gloria was in a celebratory mood or as in the word of her mouthpiece Cerge Remonde, the Le Cirque bash was just an ordinary type of dinner for Gloria, meaning it’s regular for Gloria and her party to blow P1 million for every meal in her trips, accompanied by a large entourage, abroad.

The pricey tabs on the meals of Gloria’s US party is an argument to back the examination of the cost of her every trip abroad.

The Washington Post story was more pointed, comparing Gloria’s pompousness with that of former First Lady Imelda Marcos while rubbing salt on her wound, saying that her meeting with Obama was a non-event that could have stayed that way had it not been for the obscenely priced meals.

The US media’s comparison of Gloria with Imelda would be another source of trouble for her, since going by the way Imelda was hounded for her every moves for a scoop on her lavish lifestyle, so too now would Gloria be a rich source of US media for potential juicy scoops if not gossip.

The argument that in a place like New York, the tabs on the Gloria meals were ordinary considering the number of people which took part on it, is much too difficult for even an idiot to swallow, given the simple fact that even the media in the United States saw it as an out of this world extravagance from a Third World leader and in a country where millions are near starvation. For the US media to mention this ostentatious display of Gloria was something rare to merit a series of reports.

While local media seem to have had a daily dose of excesses from Gloria and her cabal that comes with the usual "the presidency is not a popularity contest" line or something similar from Malacañang, the less inured foreign media got a glimpse of what Gloria is capable of during her frequent trips abroad.

The Palace is trying to meet the publicity crisis head on by blaming media for blowing out of proportion the price tab on what Remonde called a simple dinner, thus further creating an image to the public of a government totally disassociated with reality.

A P1-million feast is a P1-million feast. Add to that, another P700,000 for steaks and lobsters at Bobby Van’s. There were other extravagant meals for certain, that have not yet been reported on. The party had more than two meals all the time Gloria and company were in the US.

Most Filipinos only dream of owning such amount in a lifetime and Gloria and her cabal are comfortable with squandering P1 million in one sitting and it seems to happen every time Gloria and Mike have their uncontrollable craving attacks.

Remonde and Gloria’s lawyer, Romulo Macalintal’s focus on blaming media for the recent publicity calamity is, however, understandable since the series of Gloria’s spending streak in the US is patently indefensible.

Greed is its own enemy.
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