UN Concerned about Africa's Slow Progress in Attaining MDGs
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Nairobi — Five years ahead of the 2015 deadline to achieve the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, a number of developing nations are far from getting there.

The UN secretary general Ban Ki-moon, in remarks to member states in a report on MDGs titled: Keeping the Promise, blames it on unmet commitments, inadequate resources and a lack of focus and accountability.

"The message is clear: with the right policies, adequate investment and international support, enormous challenges can be overcome," said Mr Ban Ki-moon.

He said the international community has failed on its commitments under the eighth Goal - the global partnership for development.

The partnership could mean new technologies and a supportive international trade regime that works for, and not against the developing world, and one that can generate resources that dwarf aid.

Although official development assistance reached its highest level ever in 2008, there remain huge gaps, especially with respect to Africa.

In September, the international community will meet for a high-level UN-MDG Summit in New York, not to make new commitments but to make good on those they have long advanced.

"The Summit must reinvigorate that sense of moral solidarity. If we don't or if we fall short, all the dangers of our world will grow more perilous," said Mr Ban Ki-moon.

The UN is now embarking on a three-part strategy for the MDGs and internationally agreed development goals.

First, the UN will focus on proven, cost-effective initiatives that can be scaled up.

It will then press governments to participate actively in the UN-MDG Summit including its preparatory process. Thirdly, it will strengthen efforts to raise public awareness.

"People everywhere must see that reaching the goals is in everyone's common interest and responsibility - governments, civil society, the private sector and social and religious movements as well as the UN. It is a practical necessity and a moral imperative," said Mr Ban Ki-moon.

The remarks were made at the UK Department For International Development (DfID) conference last week. The spotlight was Agenda 2010: The turning point. It focused on making progress on most of the off-track MDG - hunger, nutrition, health and education.

"Business as usual is not enough if we have to beat the 2015 deadline," said Douglas Alexander, US Secretary of State for International Redevelopment.

DfID's agenda at the UN-MDG summit will be to make an input into key areas of economic growth, stability of states, the empowerment of women and tackling climate change.

Already, UK has committed to funding vaccines for diarrhoea and pneumonia in more than 40 countries and a global strategy to fight malnutrition targeting 12 million malnourished children.

It has also committed $75 million for a climate and development network over the next five years and $7.5 million for free health care.
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