In Kiribati, a way of life is being washed away
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Villagers on the island of Abaiang stand in the sea where their homes used to be. 
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WHEN a coconut tree dies, the decay starts at the top. First the leaves fall, then the fruit. All that is left is a desiccated trunk, cut off at half-mast. In a low-lying area flooded with seawater, the dead palms look like natural tidal gauges, the high water mark visible on their stranded remains.

There is no shortage of them in Tebunginako, a tiny village on an outer island of the Pacific republic of Kiribati (pronounced Kiribas).

Over the past 40 years the villagers have seen the sea rise, storm surges become more frequent and spring tides more forceful.
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