Gillard hopeful for equality in politics

It won't be long before being a woman in politics is no big deal, says Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard.

Australia's highest-profile woman politician says it won't be long before female politicians get no extra attention for their gender.

"In the time I've been interested in politics going back, of course, through the Fraser government, the Hawke government, Keating government, Howard government, now into the Rudd government ... a lot has changed for women in politics," she told Sky News on Wednesday.

"It's much more usual for women to be in politics, we're there in greater numbers. I think there is still some level of differential attention but it is changing very quickly."

Liberal Senator Bill Heffernan infuriated women across Australia when he said in 2006 that Ms Gillard was unqualified to lead the nation because she had no children.

Ms Gillard said his remarks did not bother her but upset her parents.

Growing up in South Australia, Ms Gillard said her parents were a major source of inspiration.

She also shared a house with former Victorian Premier Joan Kirner's son, David, while she was studying at university.

"Having that kind of window into her world helped shape my views about politics," Ms Gillard said.

She also points to former South Australian Premier Don Dunstan as one of her heroes.

"He took, you know, a state like South Australia, and everything today you would associate about South Australia's modern age - food, wine, arts, the cosmopolitan feel to Adelaide's streets - that's Don Dunstan," Ms Gillard said.

"When he did it, it was a revolution, and for a quiet state like that, an amazing act of leadership."
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