Political Women Urged To Use Media

FRANCISTOWN: Women in politics were on Friday urged to focus on issues at hand instead of concentrating on their political parties. 

Pamela Dube-Kelepang said this during a workshop that was held at Tati River Lodge aimed at exploring advantages that the media has on politics.

Dube-Kelepeng said women are undermined because they have a tendency of shying away from issues that are to be addressed.

"Lets' give politics a try. Let them reject us. Let them write about us. Politics is a dirty game," she said.

She cited an example by Keabonye Ntsabane, who is fighting for women's rights in politics though she is not active in politics.

Though it was the final leg of the training, after the ones that took place in Gaborone and Ramotswa, the participation was a disappointment. A handful attended but the BDP women dominated with their bright red colours.

The women were equipped on utilisation, networking and inviting the media to their activities. They were also trained in writing press releases and also equipped with skills on reaching out to the media.

Dube-Kelepang told women that politicians need the media more than the media needs politicians.

"In today's world, to really make it, be it politically or business-wise, one needs some form of exposure, and the mass media, with the greatest reach, can be a useful tool and friend to progress," she said.

The media can be used as an advocacy tool in the form of advertising, marketing, propaganda, public relations and political communication. 

Women were also urged to make their voices heard by participating in radio programmes such as call-in-programmes. Good relations with the media could also bear fruit to the women politicians, as their voices will be heard.
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