No more name-calling for Malaysian hubbies in proposed law 

Kuala Lumpur - Malaysian husbands who say their wives are ugly may soon face the heavy hand of the law, once proposed amendments to a local marriage act have been approved, a news report said Wednesday. 

The government's Women Development Department would be submitting a proposal for 'emotional abuse' to be included in a 15-year-old domestic violence act, said department director general Noorul Ainur Mohamad Nur. 

Noorul said the current law only protected women from physical abuse from their spouses, adding that emotional violence was just as harmful as it would scar a woman and lower their self-esteem, dignity and self-confidence. 
 'It could be a case where her husband tells his wife she is ugly or humiliates her until she feels emotionally pressured,' she was quoted as saying by the Star online news portal. 

She said the proposed amendments would soon be tabled in parliament for approval, but declined to say when they would come into force or the penalties faced by the guilty parties. 
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