Funding for rural women leadership

THE Federal Government has announced more than $1 million to help more women take on leadership roles in rural and regional Australia 
 
Agriculture Minister Tony Burke revealed the funding under the Recognising Women Farmers initiative, while attending the Australian RIRDC Rural Women’s Award 2009 in Parliament House, Canberra.

He said in its first18 months the Government had increased the representation of women on our rural research and development corporation boards from 20 per cent  to 43 per cent, but there was much more work to do. 

"Women across the country are determined to help lead their communities through future challenges, including climate change," Mr Burke said. 

"The department has always provided support for conferences and a range of gatherings. 

"But the way in which funding was previously provided meant the overwhelming majority went to conferences where most attendees were male. 

"This funding will help to correct the balance by funding events which develop technical and leadership skills and strengthen industry networks or by funding projects looking at the social impacts of climate change and other areas. 

"More than 52,000 women defined themselves as farmers or farm managers, contributing an estimated $1.1 billion a year to farm viability.

"Yet women still occupy less than 20 per cent of paid management and board positions in the agricultural sector – something the Government is determined to change."

The first 29 Recognising Women Farmers projects cover women in a wide range of industries, including seafood, cherries, horticulture, grains, sugar, agri-tourism, dairy and cattle.

Other projects include supporting women dealing with mental stress, illness or suicide in farming families and work carried out by Landcare and natural resource management groups. 

Mr Burke also announced $50,000 for a new mentoring project for women living in rural and remote areas, to be coordinated through the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation.

The project will have strong links with the RIRDC Rural Women’s Awards and will further help to strengthen leadership skills across a wide range of primary industries. 
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