Climate change to kill coastal tourist attractions

SUPER cyclones. Heatwaves. Catastrophic coastal flooding in north Queensland. Ski slopes with no snow.
This is the grim scenario being laid out as a warning to Australian tourism leaders as they plan strategies for the industry's survival over the next 40 years. 

Some Australian and international scientists believe tourism will be critically affected by climate change from as early as 2030. 

But they say there has been little scientific debate on the issue in Australia and virtually no action. 

Climate change specialist Stefan Gossling, from Sweden's Lund University, said some businesses had started carbon neutralising schemes but there was little debate in the scientific community about the impact of climate change on Australia's tourism assets. 

"Tourism will be more severely affected by climate change than any other (industry) sector because it is more reliant on climate," Dr Gossling said. 

"From the alpine regions to Kakadu, there will be significant loss of biodiversity and business operations." 

The claim is backed by the CSIRO, which has assessed the likely effects of climate change on five key Australian tourism destinations, including Cairns. 

Principal research scientist Kevin Hennessy yesterday said climate change would be felt in parts of Australia within a decade. 

"We project a 10-40 per cent reduction in snow cover at the ski fields by 2020, which is going to present a major challenge for ski tourism," he said. "By 2030, there will be a 10-50 per cent increase Australia-wide in the number of days of 35C-plus temperatures, meaning an increase in heatwaves. 

"There will be less rain in the south but an increase in rain events, storms and stronger cyclones in the north. 

"Cairns has been lucky not to have been hit directly by a cyclone, but the odds are that it will be hit at some time in the future. 

"By 2050, with expected rises in sea levels, that could see the CBD and airport flooded. 

"The area flooded could be double what you'd expect in a one-in-100-year event." 

Dr Hennessy and Dr Gossling will address a national Tourism Futures conference on the Gold Coast in August. 

And the Gold Coast-based Sustainable Tourism Co-operative Research Centre is due to report next month on the potential impacts on tourism of the CSIRO's climate change predictions over the next 50 years.
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