Meira Kumar becomes first woman Speaker

Meira Kumar was unanimously elected the Lok Sabha Speaker on Wednesday, becoming the first woman to hold the post. While Congress president Sonia Gandhi proposed her name, and Leader of the House and Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee seconded it, leaders of other parties — BJP’s L K Advani and Sushma Swaraj, Trinamool Congress’s Mamata Banerjee, DMK’s T R Baalu, SP’s Mulayam Singh Yadav, JD(U)’s Sharad Yadav, NCP’s Sharad Pawar and NC’s Farooq Abdullah — lent their support to her candidature. 

With no other candidates, Meira was elected unopposed amidst thumping of desks. She was escorted to the Speaker’s podium by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Sonia and Advani. 

And in her first action as Speaker, Meira expunged the remarks of RJD chief Lalu Prasad and JD(U) leader Sharad Yadav as they engaged in a verbal duel. 

Hailing her election as a historic moment, the Prime Minister referred to his association with Meira’s father, Jagjivan Ram, and said she possessed the wisdom, knowledge and experience which defined his personality. 
“I am overwhelmed. I accept the honour bestowed upon me with humility,” said Meira in her acceptance speech, vowing to run the House in accordance with the Constitution, rules and traditions. “I assure the House that I will pay full attention to all sections of the House,” she added. 

Emphasising the need to avoid disruptions, she said, “We should discuss and debate, and if need be, we should express our differences in a gentle manner without affecting the working of the House.”

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/Meira-Kumar-becomes-first-woman-Speaker/471039
New Delhi, June 3(ANI): After being unanimously chosen as Speaker of Lok Sabha, Meira Kumar reiterated on Wednesday that she would be impartial in executing her tasks as the presiding officer of the lower house of the parliament. 

“It would be my endeavour that I am completely impartial in my conduct and I will give opportunity to all the members to express their views. There should be healthy, meaningful debate in the house,” said Meira Kumar.

The first woman Speaker said that her election to the coveted post shows India’s indication of giving women their due recognition.

“These are indicators of a genuine intention to make the position of women stronger in India,” Meira Kumar added.

She also hoped that all the parties would arrive at a consensus to legislate the long pending Women’s Reservation Bill.

“I sincerely hope that all the parties arrive at a consensus,” Meira Kumar observed.

http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/india-news/meira-kumar-asserts-she-will-be-impartial-in-her-job_100200421.html
New Delhi, Jun 3 (PTI) Meira Kumar today sidestepped questions on whether she would resign from Congress in the wake of her election as Lok Sabha Speaker but made it clear that she will be a "neutral person".

"I will be a neutral person" was her refrain to questions on whether she would quit the party to maintain impartiality in conducting proceedings of the House.

"Certainly the Speaker should be above board, impartial and neutral. That is what is expected of a Speaker," she said when repeatedly asked the question.

Neelam Sanjiva Reddy has been the only Lok Sabha Speaker to resign from his party -- the Congress -- after being elected to the post in March, 1967.

Incidentally, Kumar's predecessor Somnath Chatterjee, the first Left leader to adorn the post, was expelled from CPI(M) last year after he refused to follow the party directive to quit Speakership after the Left withdrew support to the Congress-led UPA government over Indo-US nuclear deal.

Kumar said she was starting the new assignment on a "positive note" as she had been assured of "undiluted" support by all political parties, groups and independent members.

"My name was proposed by all parties and after my election, every party gave me undiluted assurance that they will extend their fullest cooperation," she said adding, it would be her endeavour to be impartial in her conduct, to give opportunity to all parties and ensure healthy and meaningful debate in the House. PTI

http://www.ptinews.com/pti%5Cptisite.nsf/0/4675DC2589EB9435652575CA003A2E18?OpenDocument
Independence meaningless for most Indians: Lok Sabha speaker

NEW DELHI: India’s first female parliament speaker on Wednesday said the independence achieved in 1947 had remained ‘meaningless’ for a majority of the Indian population.

Speaking shortly after being sworn-in, Meira Kumar, a Dalit leader, hit back at the ruling Congress, saying the independence had only been a political freedom, as it has provided nothing to the minorities and lower castes in India. She said the independence would be meaningful to the deprived only when “we raise their living standard, resolve poverty crisis, provide them food, clothing and housing, opportunities for all-round progress and free them from exploitation, injustice and torture”.

Service: In her address after her unopposed election as speaker, Meira said she would rise above politics and serve the nation. Answering female parliamentarians’ on what initiative she would take to empower women in politics, she said she hoped that all parties arrive at a consensus on this issue, since it has remained unsolved despite numerous attempts in the past. 

Meira said the election of 58 this year was an indication of the progress Indian women had made over the years. The speaker said the election of the first female Indian president two years ago, followed by a female speaker, carried a strong message of women empowerment

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2009%5C06%5C04%5Cstory_4-6-2009_pg7_39
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