Women still face obstacles in entering politics: IPU survey 

ADDIS ABABA, April 6 (Xinhua) -- Prejudice and cultural perception about the role of women, together with a lack of financial resources, frequently hinder women's access to political life, said a survey by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 

    Parliamentarian delegates to the IPU's 120th Assembly in Addis Ababa discussed the issue of women in politics on Monday, while a study conducted by the international body during the past two years found out that men are still better positioned in the political arena. 

    Researchers interviewed nearly 300 parliamentarians in 110 counties in every region of the world, with most women respondents citing domestic responsibilities as the single most important deterrent to entering a life in politics, an obstacle rated much lower among male respondents. 

    However, more than 90 percent of all respondents agree that women bring different views, talents and perspectives to politics. Women parliamentarians are at the forefront of efforts to combat gender-based violence, and have been instrumental in ensuring that issues such as parental leave and child care, pensions and gender-equality laws. 

    When there are few women in parliament, their lobbying strength and their availability in committee work is limited. Women parliamentarians often spread themselves too thin by taking on too many committee assignments and thus end up burdened with heavier workloads than the males. 

    The study also found out that parliaments are not gender-sensitive institutions. More than half the respondents believe that gender equality is only "occasionally" or "rarely" mainstream in parliaments. 

    While there have been sporadic attempts to modernize some parliaments, by and large much more needs to be done to improve the gender sensitivity of parliaments by changing cultural mores and modernizing operational arrangements, according to the survey. 

    The IPU's April 5-10 meeting attracted over 1,000 legislators from around the world, and the delegates are scheduled to discuss the political, economic and social situation in the world with the overall theme of "Parliaments: Building Peace, Democracy and Development in times of crisis." 
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