PNG's sole woman MP to step down

The only woman in Papua New Guinea's parliament, Dame Carol Kidu, has confirmed she will be retiring before the next national elections in 2012. First elected in 2002, Dame Carol is at present the Minister for Community Development. 

But she has confirmed to Radio Australia's Pacific Beat program that she is not seeking re-election, as she is not prepared to compete with the way other candidates run their campaigns. 

"So much money being used by a few people, quite blatantly in the sense of bribery; 2012 is the end for me." 

Dame Carol says she wants other women in PNG's parliament before she retires. 

"If I don't do an exit strategy, we could end up with no women in politics in 2012." 

A recent bill, tabled by Prime Minister Sir Michael Somare, ensuring three seats in parliament would be reserved for women, was defeated. 


Dame Carol was born in Queensland Australia.

She moved to Papua New Guinea after marrying Sir Buri Kidu, who was then Chief Justice. Sir Buri died in 1993.

Dame Carol was a teacher before entering politics in 1997.
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