Syrian Women Make Gains in Local Polls
Women took 25 more seats in Syria's latest local polls, which also saw a bigger turnout than the ballot four years ago, according to a minister quoted by the official press Thursday. Local Administration Minister Hilal al-Atrash said "women took 319 of the 9,687 seats being contested, against 294 in 2003." Turnout among the 12 million people eligible to vote was 49.54 percent, against 37.8 percent. The total of 32,058 candidates competed in the election. Syria has no formal opposition parties and the minister gave no details over the political affiliations of winning candidates, divided between members of the National Progressive Front (a coalition of 10 ruling parties, headed by the Baath Party), and independents. Polling took place over Sunday and Monday. In parliamentary polls held in April, the National Progressive Front, which under the constitution rules Syria, won 172 of the 250 seats in Parliament, with the remaining 78 seats going to independents. 
