UNICEF wants More Protection for Egyptian Women

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) on Monday called for pressure to be maintained to stop "female circumcision" in Egypt, where more than three-quarters of 15 to 17 year-old girls are subjected to the practice. UNICEF acknowledged progress by authorities in the country which has clamped down on the practice this year, but said the problem was still widespread. "Egypt is one of the few countries in the Middle East where excision is a problem, with a level of 77 percent of young girls between 15 and 17 years and around 60 percent among girls under the age of three," said Ernon Manoncourt, UNICEF's representative in Egypt, quoting 2005 data. The practice, which dates back to the pharaohs, was prevalent in "all classes, all level of society, urban and rural areas," she added. Affecting both Muslim and Christian women, it was banned in Egypt in 1997 with doctors allowed only to operate "in exceptional cases." In June the government tightened the ban.
