Rafidah: Women should get due recognition 
Women would be holding more important positions if their performances were based on merit, said United Malays National Organisation (UMNO) Wanita chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz. 

She said women had performed better than men in universities and civil service, while in politics women had greatly helped Barisan Nasional in the general elections. 

"Now is the time for merit to be used in considering women for anything. In universities they are the best performers, in the civil service women excelled so it is unfair to have quota in terms of numbers to allocate anything for women." 

“When consideration is made based on quota or numbers, only two or three women get selected for posts to fulfil the 30% quota for women (in decision-making positions). 

“So we shouldn't ask for a quota because if women can have it all then they should have it all,” she said, adding that the 30% quota should be used as a minimum requirement. 

Speaking at the Barisan Nasional Wanita Merdeka gathering here Sunday, Rafidah said the quota system was previously used in evaluating women because they were not being considered for posts. 

Earlier in her speech, she said Independence alone could not guarantee women's status, as the Government must be responsible enough to recognise their role and integration in the socio-economic development. 

Thus, women in Malaysia had a lot to be thankful for because the Government was a caring one, she said. 

Rafidah paid tribute to women leaders who were instrumental in the fight for Independence. It was their struggle, she said, that saw women enjoying more equality.  

