Madam Abayaga Advocates Participation of Women in Politics in Ghana

The Upper East Regional Director of Department of Women, Madam Paulina Abayage has said empowering women in the political arena has the potential to change society and that it is a Millennium Objective in its own right.

Madam Paulina also said the involvement of women in politics both at the national and local levels result in policies and legislations that are focused on women, children and families. She observed that though evidence suggests that women in politics have been advocating for society at all levels, they continued to remain under-represented in almost all international, national and local legislatures.

Delivering a speech at a workshop organized by her Department for women in governance, the Regional Director regretted that the representation of women in the District Assemblies in the Region was too low, a situation she described as "too worrying".

Madam Paulina stated however that, despite their limited participation in national and local politics, women in politics and governance was helping to change the political environment. She said their influence was not just being felt in stronger legislation for women, children and the vulnerable, but they were also helping decision-making bodies to become more democratic and gender sensitive.

According to her, the participation of women in local politics could have an immediate impact on outcomes for women and children, particularly in the distribution of community resources and that, increasing women's participation in politics was therefore vital to promote gender equity, empower women and fulfill children's rights.

Mrs. Agnes Asangalisa Chigabatia, the deputy Upper East Regional Minister, reminded the participants who were mainly Assembly members from all over the Region that if they wanted to effectively function as Assembly members then, there was the need for them to know much about what the Municipal/District Assemblies were established to do.

Mrs. Chigabatia said there was also the need for women to be well equipped and be abreast with developmental trends in the country to enable them contribute effectively.

She urged women to upgrade themselves academically by taking advantage of Distance Learning and Access Programmes in order to contribute effectively towards the nation's drive towards a Middle Income Status by 2015.

The workshop, under the theme; "How to be an effective Assembly Woman", sought to empower women to fully participate in governance at the local levels, so that as women, they will not only get in but fit in, stand out to be seen and be heard.

