Former Premier makes Pitch to be First Female President in South Korea
(Yonhap Interview)
By Sam Kim

Former Prime Minister Han Myeong-sook Sunday called for support for her bid to win the nomination of the pro-government United New Democratic Party (UNDP) for the December presidential election, saying the time is ripe for the country to have a female president.


The 63-year-old women's rights activist-turned politician became the country's first female premier last year and finished fifth in the preliminary primary race this weel to reduce the party’s candidates from nine to five.


"Female leadership is what the people of our nation strongly call for now," said Han, who stepped down as premier early this year to announce her presidential bid.


Despite a single-digit approval rating, she is confident that the tide will eventually turn ahead of the primary, which ends in mid October.


"People will choose me if I approach them with a compassionate leadership that embraces them like a mother," she said in an interview with Yonhap News Agency, arguing her experience as premier and a two-time government minister undoubtedly qualifies her as future head of state.


Looking at the leadership of renowned female politicians such as German Chancellor Angela Merkel and former British Premier Margaret Thatcher, Han said it is now South Korea's turn to reform a predominantly male political landscape that she described as "an old framework of politics."


"Our nation has entered the ripe age to produce a female president," she said. "The presence of a female president is a reform in itself, and a female president can bring about great quality changes to our nation.”

After the former presidential contender of the main opposition Grand National Party (GNP), Park Geun-hye, was edged out in a separate primary election last month, Han remains one of the two remaining female hopefuls seeking the presidential election.


Sim Sang-jeong, a former labor activist and an incumbent lawmaker, is competing in the primary race of the progressive minor opposition Democratic Labor Party that will likely continue into mid-September, but she has trailed behind two other runners.


Han will now compete in eight preliminary elections across the country in a run-up to the UNDP's primary on Oct. 14. The party's standard-bearer will be announced the day after the primary.


Sohn Hak-kyu, a former governor of the country's most populous Gyeonggi province, leads the race among the five UNDP contenders. The Oxford-educated politician, who had earlier defected from the GNP, is the only one in his party to command a public approval rating of over 10 percent.

Lee Myung-bak, a former Seoul mayor and business executive who recently won the nomination of the conservative GNP, leads the overall race with a dominant public approval rating of over 50 percent.
