Bigger Voice for Women Vowed 

By MOHAMMED AL A' ALI

WOMEN will now have a bigger voice after societies and committees representing them partnered with the Supreme Council for Women yesterday.

It is hoped that as a result, projects benefiting women will receive less resistance from the government and other bodies.

However, a call for others to join has gone out with more representation needed on the joint committee.

The partnership is the brainchild of council chairwoman Shaikha Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of His Majesty King Hamad, to ensure that official and civil societies and committees for women combine forces to better serve the female community.

An eight-member executive board was elected yesterday to oversee the initiative and SCW secretary-general Lulwa Al Awadhi was elected as joint committee chairman.

Children and Mothers' Welfare Society representative Mariam Al Mahmood was elected as vice-president, while other board members are Bahrain Philanthropic Society women committee head Fawzia Zainal, Islamic Society women committee chairman Ahlam Al Mahmood, Bahrain Society for Training and Human Resources Development women committee head Shaikha Muneera bint Abdulrahman Al Khalifa, Bahrain Society for Family Planning and Care women committee representative Shama Al Dossary, Muharraq Women Society president Hannan Al Kowari and Bahrain Secretary Society vice-president Noora Shuwaiter.

The committee has representation from 21 women societies, committees and independent organisations.

"The door is still open for any women's society, women's committee or any independent women's organisation who are interested to join, as we are keen to have full women representation," Ms Al Awadhi said yesterday.

"This joint committee was a solution to help attract more women representation into our projects and policies."

"Women's committees under political or social societies were never recognised, but now they are under the wing of this joint committee, which acknowledges their existence - previously we only dealt with proper women societies."

Ms Al Awadhi said that co-operation between the council and Women Federation, a newly-formed umbrella organisation for all women's societies, was a must to ensure better projects and policies and avoid overlapping.

"Societies under the federation and not under this joint committee will not be dealt with directly and any contact to us should be through the federation," she added.

"We are here trying to unify efforts and to do so, societies should willingly join because their feedback is always necessary for us to do the right thing."

"There are some societies who are against joining this committee, but hopefully they will change their minds because in the end we are all working for the development of women."

She said that government organisations would now have little choice but to consider projects put forward by the joint committee.

"Now they will not say that it just comes from the council because the council has partners and those partners are representatives from the civil societies and committees - real representatives of women," said Ms Al Awadhi.

"We were facing trouble getting the Social Development Ministry, the ministry mainly concerned with women's issues, to listen to us among other government bodies.

"But things will hopefully change as we surge into the future with our partnership."

Ms Al Awadhi said the committee would assess projects and programmes directed towards women to ensure that they are in line with national strategy for women development, launched by Shaikha Sabeeka.

"The committee would also take in regional and international programmes, to ensure that expertise is exchanged and at the same time would hold workshops and seminars regularly," she added.

The executive board is expected to meet on November 15 and December 4.

It will meet six times yearly, along with a general assembly meeting to be held twice a year.

A national conference for women is also planned once in every three years.

