Jordan Rejects First Woman MP's Bid to Run in Polls
By Agence France Presse (AFP)

Jordan's first woman MP said on Tuesday her application to stand in November parliamentary polls has been rejected because of a 2002 military court conviction. "The elections commission turned down my application. I have the constitutional right to run in the polls, but I am being targeted for trying to fight corruption, which rules in Jordan," Tujan Faisal, 58, a vocal critic of Jordanian governments, told AFP. 
Faisal, who announced in September her candidacy in the November 20 polls for her Circassian community, was sentenced in 2002 by the state security court to 18 months in prison for slandering Jordan's image and accusing officials of corruption. But King Abdullah II pardoned Faisal after she served 100 days following appeals by Circassians, whose unofficial number is estimated at between 20,000 and 80,000 out of a population of around 6 million. "I have obtained legal documents that enable me to take part in the polls. I was put on trial for a political crime and the government cannot say otherwise," said Faisal, who served in Parliament from 1993-97. Saad al-Manasir, who heads the elections commission, told state-run Petra news agency that Faisal's application was rejected because she "did not serve her jail term and because the king issued a special pardon and not a general amnesty." The former MP, who said she would appeal the commission's decision within three days, accused the authorities of turning down her application because of her popularity. - AFP
