Parties offer Special Fees for Women Aspirants

By Amos Kareithi

Some political parties have introduced huge discounts for women seeking parliamentary and civic nominations to encourage them to vie for the seats.

But despite the reduction of nomination fees by as much as 50 per cent, women candidates still fear the political landscape skewed towards men.

ODM, Narc-Kenya, Shirikisho Party of Kenya and Kaddu have special concessions for women, youth and the disabled.

As the parties prepare to rake in millions as evidenced by the huge turn out in ODM, women feel they are still marginalised and will not benefit much from the special rates.

Maendeleo ya Wanawake Organisation chairperson, Ms Rukia Subow, said there was fear among women candidates that the political landscape was still not conducive them.

"Even if they allow women to contest without paying any fees, they are still disadvantaged. Very few will get nominations from their respective parties," said Subow.

A parliamentary aspirant, Ms Sureya Hersi said that in ODM, which is championing the rights of women in the whole of Coast Province, there are only eight female candidates.

"We are still very far. In Bahari, I will battle it out with ten men for the ODM nominations. You can see the odds are against me," she said.

Another aspirant, Ms Afya Rama who has been eyeing the Mvita parliamentary seat is already crying foul after the Pentagon gave automatic nomination to the incumbent, Mr Najib Balala.

" It is not about the money. Women are suffering because Kenya’s political process discriminates against them," she said.

ODM Coast provincial coordinator, Mr Okoth Waudi, said his party had decided to reduce the nomination fee for women so as to encourage as many of them as possible to participate in the elections. 

