Anambra Deputy Governor Wants More Women in Yar'Adua's Government

The Anambra deputy governor, Mrs Virgy Etiaba, has called on President Umaru Yar'Adua to appoint more women into his government.

Etiaba told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Obudu, Cross River, at the weekend that it was disappointing that Yar'Adua had not matched former President Olusegun Obasanjo's record in terms of appointing of women.

"The percentage of women in government is not satisfactory. The Beijing conference recommended 30 per cent of women in all public offices.

"But from what we are seeing now, the percentage is not more than 11. It is not encouraging.

"Alhaji Yar'Adua should still have more women in mind considering the last dispensation where we were clapping and dancing that a lot of women were given positions," she said.

"We are hopeful that something would have to be done because women are forces to reckon with," Etiaba added.

She said given the result of the last census, it was only fair that women be adequately represented in government and other public offices.

She said the competence of women was not in doubt and cited several women who had served the country well.

"Women have been given responsible positions and these positions were well held.

"We have examples in Dr Obi Ezekwesili, Prof. Dora Akunyili and Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala," the deputy governor stressed.

