Bhutto Should Delay Return 

President Pervez Musharraf said last night that exiled former premier Benazir Bhutto should delay her planned return next week to Pakistan.

Musharraf said Bhutto should wait until the Supreme Court ruled on the legality of last Saturday's controversial election.

"I would say she should not come before, she should come later," Musharraf said in an interview on private TV channel Ary one.

A court ruling against the general, who grabbed power in a coup in 1999, could push Musharraf over the brink after months of political turmoil and lead to his declaring martial law.

Bhutto, the first female prime minister of an Islamic nation, is set to return on next Thursday, the day after the court starts hearing challenges against the election.

Musharraf agreed last week to give Bhutto an amnesty on the corruption charges, which drove her into exile.

