Are Americans Ready for a Woman President?
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In his book, Leaders, the late US president, Richard Nixon, had predicted the election of a female US president at the end of the 20th century. 

“Of all the changes taking place in the new world, one that will have a particularly dramatic impact on future leadership is the crumbling of those barriers that in the past have held women back,” he wrote. 

While it is true that some women leaders had risen to run the affairs of their countries, such as prime ministers Margaret Thatcher of Great Britain, Indira Gandhi of India and Golda Meir of Israel, Nixon said these were “exceptions rather than the rule.” 

During his time, the first woman vice president could have been Clare Boothe Luce if President Eisenhower had chosen her instead of Nixon. Luce, he said, had all the qualities of an excellent leader “with a well-honed ability to engage in the cut-and-thrust of political conflict.” But he believed that she was “ahead of her time.” 

Nixon’s belief that a woman president of his country could have been elected during his lifetime did not materialize. Will his prediction come true in the forthcoming 2008 US presidential election, with New York Sen. Hillary Clinton, wife of former president Bill Clinton, looming as a consistent front-runner in the ongoing presidential campaign? 

A late Washington Post-ABC News survey showed Clinton leading fellow Democrats and ahead of Republican strongest candidate, former New York mayor Rudolph Giuliani. In a “hypothetical match-up,” Giu​liani is seen to be trailing Clinton, 51-43 percent. 

Bill Clinton has been Hillary’s greatest political asset as campaign strategist and vote-getter. Washington Post’s writers Dan Balz and Jon Cohen describe him as “overwhelmingly popular among Democrats,” and even with “a third of Republicans” who gave him “positive marks.” 

With Hillary forging ahead in the early campaign, some Americans think that her victory could “amount to a third Clinton presidential term.” (Bill had served as US president for two terms). 

Among other Democratic presidential contenders, it is the African-American Sen. Barack Obama who is giving Clinton a run for her money, being her closest rival in the nomination race. Between the two, Hillary is considered the “smarter,” more experienced and more ready for the Oval Office. 

Another Democrat contender, Sen. John Edwards, is reported to have been losing his grip in the past five months even on his own home turf. In another poll, it has been reported that 43 percent of voters have ruled him out. 

For over 200 years, from George Washington to President George W. Bush, the Americans haven’t elected a female president. Is male chauvinism or misogyny hurting Clinton’s presidential campaign? The polls say no. 

In an article, Mark Halperin, ABC News political analyst and editor at large for Time Magazine, says that “Clinton’s gender doesn’t matter.” 

“Men shopping for a Democratic presidential candidate are looking for someone tough, someone smart and someone who can get the White House back from the Republicans. Hillary Clinton right now looks the strongest on those fronts. The fact that she is a she does not seem to matter much for many men,” Halperin said. 

Clinton has been aggressively courting the female vote in her current campaign, mobilizing several “women-oriented outreach programs.” She has started parallel efforts to woo the male vote. 

A late ABC/Wachington Post poll showed Clinton winning 48 percent of Democratic men supporting her, an increase from last month’s 29 percent. Republican frontrunner Giuliani has a three-percentage point advantage, 48-45, in a poll by ABC News/Washington Post among Democratic men and independents. 

To ensure her victory, Clinton has been using all available means to capture the male and female vote. Her secret weapon in this effort is her spouse, Bill Clinton, a known “crowd pleaser.” 

Clinton has continued to lead her Democratic and Republican rivals since announcing her presidential bid. Barring unforeseen events and at the rate she has been gaining ground in the campaign, she may make it to the White House. 

This will be a major political event in US history. Are the Americans ready for a female president?

