Kavaf complains about poor representation of women in politics

The state minister for family and women’s affairs, Selma Aliye Kavaf, who was appointed to the position last week, has said that although she was happy about being the second female minister in the Cabinet, the poor representation of women in Turkish politics is a big shortcoming for the country.

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan announced a major Cabinet reshuffle last week; eight ministers were removed from the Cabinet and nine new individuals were given ministerial status, while seven ministers now have different seats in the 27-member ministers' group. Kavaf, who replaced predecessor Nimet Çubukçu, became the second female minister in the Cabinet.

In her first interview after assuming her new role, Kavaf told Today’s Zaman that it was extremely important for women to take part in decision-making mechanisms, explaining that she had made strenuous efforts to increase the participation of women in politics while she was the head of the women’s branches in the ruling Justice and Development Party (AK Party).

“If you don’t work with cooperation in politics, you cannot achieve success,” Kavaf said.

Talking about her venture into politics, she said her father, who was a former politician in the Democrat Party (DP), asked her not to get involved in politics while she was studying at Ankara University out of concern that she would not complete her university education. “He did not want me to engage in politics while I was a student. He said a person who cannot save himself/herself cannot save their homeland, either. He told me to improve myself and then enter politics,” Kavaf said. Heeding her father’s advice, Kavaf completed her studies in Turkish literature at Ankara University and worked as a teacher at state and private schools until she entered politics in 2002.

When she met Erdoğan in 2002, Kavaf told him that she would like to run as a deputy for the AK Party in the 2002 general elections, but she failed to be elected that year. Two months later, she said, Erdoğan called her and asked her whether she would like to lead the women’s branches of the AK Party. “I accepted Erdoğan’s offer without any hesitation. I traveled across Turkey four or five times while serving as the head of the AK Party women’s branches. I benefited a lot from this position, it has enriched me,” Kavaf said. Remarking that holding a ministerial title carries heavy responsibilities, Kavaf gave an impassioned evaluation of social and children’s services. “I am a woman and a mother. Now all those children [who are being taken care of at state facilities] are my children. I will do my best to serve the people who need special care. I am ready for any post my party gives me. We are here to serve the public. To have this or that title is not important to me in serving this country; the important thing for me is to do my best, no matter in which position I serve.” Born in 1962 in Denizli, Kavaf is married with one child.
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