Philippine Women’s Suffrage Day

Seventy-two years ago, on April 30, 1937, women of the Philippines were granted the right to vote and to be voted on. Since that day, women of the Philippines have blazed many trails and have become a true force in politics, business, and other sectors of Philippine society. It is this right to suffrage which has made it possible for the country to have had two women presidents, and the involvement of Filipino women as decision makers in all facets of national life.

The 1935 Constitutional Convention limited the right of suffrage to male citizens because “there was no popular demand for the right of suffrage by Filipino women themselves’’ and the granting of the right of suffrage to women, it was claimed, would only disrupt family unity as the women become actively engaged in politics. But the proponents of women suffrage in the country were not deterred and argued that the right to vote would make them more interested in the management of the affairs of government.

Women’s advocates protested against women being deprived of the vote in the Constitution of the Commonwealth.

They fought against many odds for women’s right to vote. For this we have to thank, among many others, Pura Villanueva Kalaw, Librada Avelino, Concepcion Felix Rodriguez, Encarnacion Versoza, Pilar Hidalgo Lim, Rosa Sevilla Alvero, Roasario Lam, Josefa Llanes Escoda, Natividad Almeda Lopez, Minerva Guysayko Laudico, and Tarhata Putri Kiram representing the Muslim women.

President Ferdinand E. Marcos issued Proclamation No. 2346 declaring April 30 of each year as “Woman Suffrage Day’’ to enable the Filipino women to “renew their advocacy and support of clean, honest elections, and pursue with greater zeal their efforts towards this direction.’’ The occasion has also become an opportunity to pay tribute to the 447,725 women who cast their votes in 1937 in favor of women suffrage and paved the way for Filipino women to participate in public and political affairs.
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