Australia: Government commended for action on violence against women

Independent women’s think tank Women’s Forum Australia (WFA) today commended the Federal Government for its “zero tolerance” approach to violence against women. 

WFA commends the Government for acting quickly to progress the recommendations of Time for Action, the major report of the National Council to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children released yesterday. 

Only last month on International Women’s Day, WFA called for action that went beyond words and slogans to address the scourge of violence against women, which affects one in three and costs the Australian economy about $13.6 billion a year. WFA also made a submission to the National Council in August last year. 

WFA especially welcomes the announcement of $12.5 million for a new national telephone and online crisis service and $26 million for primary prevention activities including $9 million to improve the quality and uptake of respectful relationships programs for school age young people and $17 million for a public information campaign focused on changing attitudes that contribute to violence. 

WFA is pleased that the Government recognises the unacceptable levels of sexual assault against Australian women, with one in five women experiencing sexual violence over their lifetime. 

The program for young people is well overdue, with research indicating significant numbers of boys think it is acceptable to coerce women into sex and with the prevalence of sexual assault committed by younger boys. 

Moves to enforce domestic violence orders across state borders and to identify the best methods to investigate and prosecute sexual assault cases are also welcomed. 

Violence against women is a crime. No one should be allowed to get away with it, or even be allowed to think they can. 

http://www.melbourne.anglican.com.au/main.php?pg=news&news_id=20557&s=157

