Zimbabwe: Play Active Role in Constitutional Process, Women MPs Told

Harare — SENATE President Edna Madzongwe has underscored the need for women parliamentarians to play an active role in the constitution making process.

Addressing participants at a four-day workshop organised by Women In Politics Support Unit in Nyanga, the Senate President emphasised the need for women parliamentarians to unite so that 

"Unity plays an important role and experience has shown that all successful liberation movements the world over used the principle of unity to attain their goals.

"Likewise, women parliamentarians need not reinvent the wheel in order to successfully participate in the constitution making process, but we need to unite and form a common front in order to articulate issues effectively," she said.

The workshop, held under the theme "Participatory Constitution making process: Women of Zimbabwe Unite", saw MPs from across the political divide exchanging ideas and experiences on confidence building, personal empowerment and the constitutional reform process.

the Senate President Madzongwe said women being the majority should be instrumental and ensure their concerns were catered for.

She applauded the women parliamentary caucus among other key stakeholders for successfully lobbying for the enactment of gender sensitive laws such as the Domestic Violence Act and Sexual Offences Act.

But it was noted that more needed to be done in view of stereotypes, which continued to perpetuate discrimination against women.

Manicaland Provincial Governor Chris Mushohwe urged women to combine their efforts in shaping their destiny.

"You are gathered here today to share a common vision however different you may be, there is far more that unites you than that divides you," he said in a speech read by acting Manicaland provincial education director Mr Peter Muzavazi.

WIPSU programme officer Ms Fanny Chirisa also urged women to unite. "We need to be united and participate in the constitution making process and ensure that any future positions and elections should be 50/50 for women and men," she said.
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