Three women graduate with Australian prestigious awards

THREE Solomon Islands women will graduate with the Australian’s prestigious scholarship, the Australian Leadership Award. 

They are among few Australian Leadership Award (ALA) scholars who will be graduating this year.

Ethel Frances from Renbel Province, who is undertaking the Masters in Business Administration at the Queensland University, in Brisbane, will be graduating in July.

Louisa Fakaia, from South Malaita, who is pursuing the Masters in Public Policy (International Policy) and Jennifer Fugui, from North Malaita, who is doing the Masters in Public Policy (Policy Analyst), both studying at the Australian National University (ANU) in Canberra, will be finishing in November 2009.

Fakaia and Fugui have already graduated with a Graduate Diploma in Public Administration in 2008 from ANU.

The three women are the only females among a total of 16 recipients of the ALA scholarship from the Solomons.
In 2007, there were five recipients, 2008 there were six and, this year (2009) there are five.

So far, the Solomon Islands has a total of sixteen scholars who had been award the ALA scholarship for studying in various universities in Australia.

The ALA scholarships are academically prestigious awards offered to high achievers from the Asia-Pacific region each year to undertake postgraduate study (Masters or Doctorate) and a Leadership Development Program (LDP) in Australia.

It is a compulsory condition of the ALA Scholarship that scholars attend LDP workshops organized around in Australia.

The LDP workshops are to develop individual’s leadership development plan and strategies to achieve their personal and professional development goals.

The ALA Scholarship Programme is the Australian Government scholarship managed by the AusAID, and its aims is to develop a caliber of leaders who will advance reforms, development and governance in the Asia-Pacific region and who can draw on enduring regional networks, mutual understanding, and a strong knowledge of the challenges that our region faces and strategies to address them.

Speaking from Canberra, a group spokeswoman, Fakaia said as leaders, they have a huge responsibility and a crucial role to play, not only in Solomon Islands, but in the Asia-Pacific region as well.

“We know that the investment in us is important, and our responsibility now is to return to the Solomons and advance our country’s reforms and development aspirations.

“We know that this is a “hard start” and I think as leaders, we are committed to our people and to bringing our country back on its feet.

“Our responsibility also is to build the regional linkages where priority themes of shared regional interests in terms of international trade, health and pandemics, security and climate change can be encouraged, shared and collaborated,” she said.

She encouraged those who are planning to apply for the ALA scholarship for 2010, especially those in the health sector.

“From our conferences and workshops, I realise that there are not many (if any) from the SI in the health sector.

“Other countries do have a balance composition, and it makes a lot of difference when discussing regional issues.

“It is a hard scholarship to get, but once you are in, it is a privilege, but at the same time you have a lot of responsibility to play,” she said.
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