More women think warming occurring

Women at Ohio State are more likely to think global warming is happening than men, according to a recent survey of 3,568 undergraduate students.

The random, scientifically valid survey conducted by Erik Nisbet, an assistant professor in the School of Communication, found that almost 93 percent of women agree global warming is happening, while 87 percent of men say the same.

More significantly, women attribute the cause of warming to humans more than men. Nearly 72 percent of women say global warming is caused mostly by human activity, while just 54 percent of men blame humans. More men say natural changes in the environment cause global warming and more men believe global warming is not happening at all.

Furthermore, women are much more worried about the harm global warming might cause animals, people in the U.S. and their families.

More than a quarter of women say global warming will harm them and their families a great deal, while fewer than 17 percent of men think their families will be harmed.

In fact, more than 26 percent of men say they don't think global warming will harm their families at all. Only 9 percent of women are as confident.

These conflicting perceptions of risk are associated with demographic characteristics, said Robyn Wilson, assistant professor in the School of Environment and Natural Resources.

"Risk perceptions can be somewhat driven or categorized by things like gender or political orientation," said Wilson, who specializes in risk analysis and communication.

She said that, in general, men tend to perceive risk lower than women. 

"There is evidence that men may perceive greater control over risky situations," Wilson said. "This could lead them to be less concerned about hot-button issues," such as global warming.

Men rank curbing foreign terrorism and improving the country's infrastructure as high priorities, while women prioritize saving endangered animals and creating high-paying "green" jobs.

"This is reflective of gender roles in society, where women tend to be the caregivers" and men tend to be providers, Wilson said.

Reducing reliance on foreign oil and developing alternative energy are of equal importance to both men and women.

A little more than half of men say a strong economy is more important than protecting the environment. In contrast, nearly 63 percent of women say protecting the environment is more important than economic growth.

Women support some government policies that address global warming more than men, such as subsidies for alternative energy developers, government investment in "green" projects and cap and trade.

Fifty-seven percent of women and fewer than 49 percent of men support cap and trade. Almost 93 percent of women support subsidies for alternative energy developers while just 85 percent of men do. Almost 90 percent of women support government investment in "green" projects, while a little more than 75 percent of men feel the same.

When it comes to increasing federal gas tax, the difference is less dramatic. Nearly half of men support an increase to reduce air pollution and reliance on foreign oil, while about 56 percent of women say they would support it.

The survey shows that those who know more about global warming are more likely to attribute it to human causes and worry about issues related to the environment. Men knew more than women about the issue, based on the results of a questionnaire administered with the survey.

Though they know more, men still aren't as concerned with the issue as are women.

"Perceptions are not only driven by knowledge," Wilson said. "Knowledge does not cause people to believe a certain thing or behave a certain way. You can educate someone on the risks of an issue but it doesn't necessarily mean they'll show more concern."
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